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Fox on the edge 

It was a late afternoon in November 2007. Around 5 pm, just as it was getting dark, an elderly 
gentleman on holiday was walking his whippet along the cliff path near Westward Ho! when he 
came across a sick fox lying close to the cliff edge. It was the start of another long night’s work for 
Diana Lewis and the NDAA ambulance… 

Being a holidaymaker, and not familiar with the NDAA’s work in North Devon, the elderly 
gentleman called one of the national animal charities to report what he’d found. He then 
stayed on the pitch-dark cliff top until just after 7pm when, due to a lack of local coverage, 
the other charity called him back to tell him they hadn’t got anyone who could attend – 
their nearest representative was in Plymouth.  

At this point, some people might have given up and left the scene. Not this dedicated 
man. Still concerned about the fox, he called a local vet who, in turn, called Diana. 
Though she was near Tiverton at the time, she immediately headed for Westward Ho! 
where she arrived an hour later.�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Deteriorating weather 

As the weather deteriorated to icy rain and a bitter wind, Diana set out along the cliff path 
to find the man, his whippet and the sick fox. Eventually, she spotted the torch he was 
waving to attract her attention and was able to examine the fox, which was lying just a 
few feet from a 150-foot drop to the sea.   

Not surprisingly, the fox was very distressed: shivering, trying to stand and badly infected 
with mange.  Concerned about the elderly man too, Diana told him to move away from 
the precipice. Very cautiously, she then positioned herself between the fox and the cliff 
edge and attempted to catch the distressed animal.  Luckily, due to its poor condition, the 
fox was easy to catch, put in a basket and take back to her van.   
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Don’t try this at home – 
the picture that shows 
how close the rescue 
scene was to the 150-foot 
cliff edge! 
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Safely in captivity 

By now, with the fox safely in captivity, Diana was very concerned about the man and his 
dog, both of whom were desperately cold and very subdued. They started to warm up in 
the van before, after dropping them back at their holiday home, Diana drove the fox to a 
vet where it received emergency treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks go to the elderly man and his whippet for enduring such a long delay 
under very unpleasant circumstances. It just goes to prove that there are lots of caring 
people who will go out of their way to help sick and injured animals. 

The NDAA – 24/7 local care for local animals 

And the other big lesson? This incident proves once again how important it is to publish 
the NDAA’s emergency hotline number (07817 995751) as widely as possible.  It can 
save so much time and suffering because we are local and available 24-hours-a-day,  
7-days-a-week.  
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A fox on the edge – the 
sick fox recovers at a 
local vet’s before being 
rehabilitated and returned 
to the wild. 


